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THE 2021 REPORT ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN ISRAEL 
The Results Are In: Murder Rates of Women are Down—Even Among Israel’s Arab 

Sector. However, Troubling New Trend Shows Increased Rates of Mothers 
Murdered by Their Sons  

 
(Jerusalem, January 04, 2022)—The Israel Observatory on Femicide (IOF) headed by Dr. Shalva Weil 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (HU)’s Seymour Fox School of Education has released their 
year-end report on femicide, the murder of women.  The 2021 report points to cautious optimism 
regarding data on the murder of women in Israel by their partners and family members.  The number 
of femicide deaths—16—constitutes a 24% drop from 2020’s figures, contrary to the hyperbole and 
false figures often shared by politicians and the media.  However, the report also points to a troubling 
increase in the murder of mothers by their sons, which constituted a quarter of all femicide cases in 
Israel in 2021.  
 
The IOF provides qualitative and quantitative data on femicide.  Femicide is a hate crime, in which 
women or girls are intentionally killed because they are female. For the purpose of this report, Israeli 
women who were murdered for other reasons—either accidentally or as the result of a crime or non 
women-specific violence—were omitted.  Further, several incidents which at first appeared to be 
femicide turned out to be suicide and the suspects were released, whereas murders which at first 
appeared to be random killings turned out to be femicides.  
 
Overall, there were 16 femicides in Israel in 2021, down from 21 murders in 2020, during the 
lockdown period at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Of the 16 cases, six were perpetrated by 
the women’s partners, four by their sons (matricide), and two by their brothers.  In four of the 2021 
femicide cases, the identity of the murderers is still unknown.   
 
“There are several explanations for the decrease in Israel’s femicide rate in 2021.  One is the end of 
the strict coronavirus lockdowns.  Another is the unprecedented media coverage on the subject of 
femicide and the significant work being down by Israel’s feminist organizations and associations.  
Additionally, this year saw several harsh verdicts for perpetrators, which may have acted as a 
deterrent,” explained Weil.  
 
Here are several more key findings from the 2021 Femicide Report: 
 
Ethnicity: Regarding the 2021 victims’ ethnicities, 50% were Arabs (31% Israeli Arabs, 19% Druze). 
44% were Jewish, and one was from the African Hebrew Israelite community from Dimona.  2021 
saw a sharp increase in overall violence in the Arab sector.  Of 125 homicides among Arabs, 14 (or 
11%) of the victims were women.  Eight of these murders were femicides and categorized as so-called 
“honor killings”.  In all of 2021’s known femicide cases, the ethnic identity of the perpetrators 
matched their victims’ ethnicity. 
 
Age: The average age of femicide victims in 2021 was 45.6 years old, higher than 2020’s average of 
39.6 years, due to the rise in numbers of matricide cases. The youngest victim was 27 and the oldest 
was 76.  
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Weapon: Of the 16 murders, roughly 25% of the women were stabbed, one third were gunned down, 
a third were strangled and 13% were killed by other means.  
 
Prior Complaints: Domestic abuse complaints had been filed in one third of the femicide murders.  
Of these, two of the murderers had known histories of mental illness.  
 
Indictments: To date, 8 indictments (66%) were filed against the murderers. In 3 of the femicide 
cases, the murderer was deemed unfit to stand trial.  In 2021, several groundbreaking verdicts were 
issued, including life sentences for the murderers.  
 
“We have to recognize femicide as a pandemic—as lethal as is COVID-19, and to allocate funds to 
eliminate these acts of violence.  Further, we must educate our fellow citizens to respect their elderly 
mothers. One of the most alarming features of femicide in 2021 is the increased rate of mothers 
murdered by their sons,” concluded Weil. 
 
### 
 
The IOF data was gathered from local and national media reports and crosschecked with police data 
bases, women’s’ organizations and parliamentary reports.  To comply with international guidelines, 
femicide data was restricted to victims aged 18 and older.  Victims aged 17 and below who were murdered 
by adult partners were omitted from these statistics.  

 
For Interviews: 
Researcher Dr. Shalva Weil, iof@mail.huji.ac.il , Mobile ++972-52-252-3553. 
Media Contact: Tali Aronsky, taliaron@savion.huji.ac.il, ++972-55-666-4371.  
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